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Mexico 
In Mexico, a piñata (a clay pot with sweets inside) 
is hung on 15th December. Children gather under 
it.  One of them smashes the piñata with a stick, 
which starts the race to collect sweets.  

The main course on Christmas Eve is smoked cod 
with paprika and olive oil and small croutons. 
Baked turkey, fruit and sweets are also served. 
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Japan 
Kurisumasu (Japanese Christmas Eve) is celebrated before 
Christmas. This day is the second day of love after Valentine's 
Day in Japan. Apart from shopping and preparing for Christmas, 
it is the perfect time to propose, invite a girl on a date or romantic 
evening. 

 

  





Christmas Eve dinner in Japan is the time families spend 
together enjoying the Christmas atmosphere. But also in this 

respect, Japanese holidays are different from our tradition. There 
is a "christmas cake" on the Christmas table in the Land of the 

Cherry Blossom. (jap. kurisumasu keeki) - a very sweet cake 
served in the form of a colorful, decorated with sugar dessert and 

baked chicken. This custom arrived in Japan probably from 
America around the 1980s, when the first KFC fast-food chain 

stores appeared in Asia. The Americans convinced the Japanese 
that this is how Christmas is celebrated in the West, and roasted 
chicken is the basis for Christmas Eve dinner. At the moment, no 

one in Japan is surprised to eat Christmas dinner at KFC 
anymore. The custom has become very popular. 
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